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Townsville City Council’s Reef Assist and
Weeds to Healthy Soils Initiative, includ-
ing the On-Country Soil Erosion and
Sediment Control Training

The Townsville City Council’s (TCC) Reef Assist - Weeds to Healthy Soils project is funded through the
Queensland Government's Reef Assist program and proudly delivered by TCC, in collaboration with its
business partners. The project has activated 3 First Nations and 2 Not-for-Profit local businesses dur-
ing Covid-19 and has now seen over 50 Townsville youth find meaningful careers in an emerging in-
dustry.

This is an unprecedented outcome that combines modern scientific approaches to Soil Erosion and
Sediment Control with ancient scientific methods dating back 60,000 years. The program has applied
strong soil science that brings together soil structure, chemistry AND biology in meaningful and com-
mercially activating ways. Teams have converted more than 500 tonnes of weeds and challenging soils
into restorative products that are now being used to heal country as part of extensive and innovative
soil erosion and sediment control works. In addition to the program delivering meaningful careers and
‘restoration of more than 5 hectares’ and 10,000 local provenance trees (many of which used mcllge-
nous soil blologlcal processes and seed c 'lected from country), it has also delivered World ﬁrsi trayh-
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